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Helping Landowners Help 
Our Conservation Lands: 


The Ontario Conservation 
Land Tax Reduction Program 


Certain lands in Ontario may be privately owned, but by their 
very existence, they benefit all Ontarians. They are our 
conservation and natural heritage lands. The Ontario 
Conservation Land Tax Reduction Program is one way the 
Province of Ontario recognizes the contribution made by these 
lands. 


The intent of this program is to support landowners who are 
willing to commit themselves to the long-term stewardship of 
conservation and natural heritage lands. 


The Ontario Conservation Land Tax Reduction Program offers 
the owners of these lands a rebate on the municipal property 
taxes levied against those conservation lands. 


The rebate equals up to 100 per cent of the taxes paid on 
eligible lands. The minimum rebate is $20, even if taxes are 
less than that amount. The maximum rebate is $25,000 per 
property owner, excluding Conservation Authorities. The 
smallest parcel of land eligible for the rebate is 0.2 hectares 
(one half acre). 


To participate in the program, the owners of the eligible lands 
must complete an application form. 


Some conditions apply. This pamphlet summarizes the major 
points of the program. 


The Ministry of Natural Resources and the Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs are jointly responsible for this program. The 
Ministry of Natural Resources identifies eligible conservation 
lands. On the advice of the Niagara Escarpment Commission, 
the ministry also identifies Escarpment Natural Areas within 
the Niagara Escarpment Planning Area. The Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs processes rebate applications and dispenses 
tax rebates. This is done using the municipal assessment 
database of the Ministry of Revenue. 


Vincent Kerrio 
KZ Minister of Natural Resources 


O John Eakins 
ntario Minister of Municipal Affairs 
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Is your land eligible for a tax rebate? 


The Ministry of Natural Resources has identified about 
372,000 hectares (924,000 acres) of conservation land in 
Ontario. 


Conservation land includes: 
1) land classed as significant wetlands (Class 1, 2 or 3); 


2) provincially significant Areas of Natural and Scientific 
Interest (ANSIs); 


3) areas designated as Escarpment Natural Area in the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan; 


4) non-revenue producing Conservation Authority land; and 


5) other conservation lands owned by non-profit organizations 
that, through their management, contribute to provincial 
conservation and heritage objectives even though they may 
not fit specifically into one of the above categories. 


Bear in mind that the conservation land must be considered 

highly significant in order to qualify for the tax rebate. Not 
every wetland or Area of Natural and Scientific Interest, for 
example, is eligible for the rebate. 


Tracing conservation lands and their owners 


The Ministry of Natural Resources is responsible for 
identifying conservation land eligible for the tax rebate. This 
identification, in the case of wetlands and ANSIs, is based 
upon a rigorous, systematic and scientific investigation which 
has been conducted over time. In the case of Niagara 
Escarpment Natural Areas, identification is based upon the 
approved Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


Once eligible lands are mapped, the owners are identified on 
the municipal assessment database of the Ministry of Revenue. 


All this information is passed on to the Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs, which is responsible for contacting landowners 
regarding the amount of the rebate, processing rebate 
applications and actually dispensing the rebates. 


There is an appeal process for those who believe their land 
should be included, as set out below. 


If you think you qualify for a rebate -- or a bigger one.... 


Landowners may wish to query how conservation lands are 
identified. Or they may be concerned about the assessment of 
property taxes and the grant itself. Questions may be addressed 
to the appropriate ministry. 


The Ministry of Natural Resources is responsible for 
identifying conservation lands and their extent, with the advice 
of the Niagara Escarpment Commission. If MNR evaluation of 
your land has excluded it from the program -- or if you feel 
that more of your land qualifies -- you should contact your 
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local MNR district office. You will be advised how to gather 
information that supports your view. 


You must then provide MNR with the information that you 
feel proves your land meets the eligibility requirements. If 
MNR, based upon a review of your information, decides that 
your land is still excluded from the program, you may appeal 
that decision to the Mining and Lands Commissioner within 30 
days of receiving MNR’s response. 


The Ministry of Revenue is responsible for identifying the 
amount of assessment attributable to your conservation land. 


If you disagree with the assessed value of the conservation 
land on your property, you may appeal to the Assessment 
Review Board of the Ministry of the Attorney General within 
21 days of the return of the 1988 Assessment Roll. 


If you appeal your 1988 assessment, and the appeal is 
successful, the 1987 and 1988 tax rebates will be adjusted 
accordingly, to reflect the decision of the Board. 


There are a few rules... 


1) To be eligible for a rebate, conservation land must be at 
least 0.2 hectares (one half acre). The minimum rebate 
payable is $20, even if the actual taxes paid were less than 
that amount. 


2) The maximum rebate is $25,000 for a single property 
owner, excluding Conservation Authorities. 


3) To be eligible for the 1987 and 1988 tax rebates, your 
application must be submitted on or before December 31, 
1990. 


4) Municipalities or agencies of the provincial and federal 
government are not eligible. However, Conservation 
Authorities are eligible. 


5) If your property already receives a rebate under the Farm 
Tax Reduction Program and/or the Managed Forest Tax 
Reduction Program, the same portions of that land are not 
eligible for additional rebates under the Conservation Land 
Tax Reduction Program. 


If your land is subject to a pensioner’s grant you may be 
eligible for a partial rebate where the taxes exceed the 
amount paid as a pensioner’s grant. In this case, the 
difference between taxes paid and pensioner’s grant may 
be eligible. 


6) Conservation land owners must agree to manage the land 
as conservation land, and not carry out any activities that 
would have a negative impact on the conservation values 
of the land. 


7) 


8) 


9) 


2 


If your land qualifies, and you decide to participate in the 
program, you must allow Ministry of Natural Resources 
personnel on the property to determine the nature and 
quality of the conservation land. 


Similarly, Ministry of Municipal Affairs personnel may 
require access to property and other appropriate records, 
in order to verify the information in your application and 
process your rebate. 


The owner of conservation land must agree to the long- 
term maintenance of the conservation land in its natural 
state. Landowners who cease to maintain a conservation 
land in its natural state must repay an amount equal to the 
total rebates received by all owners during the previous 10 
years, plus interest at the rate of 10 percent a year, 
calculated annually. 


Rebates are paid only for taxes levied on conservation 
land. Rebates will not be paid for taxes levied on a 
residence, cottage, outbuildings, camps or other im- 
provements and immediately associated land (immediately 
associated land to support a structure is considered to be 
0.4 hectares or one acre). 


What happens when conservation land changes ownership? 


1) If you bought or sold a property during 1987 or 1988, you 
may apply for a rebate on the taxes you paid for that 
period. 

2) If the property changes hands and the new owners assume 
responsibility for continuing the program -- but later 
choose to alter their use of the land -- they must repay all 
rebates paid during the 10 years prior to the cessation of 
managing the land as conservation land plus interest of 10 
percent a year, calculated annually. 

The Rebate 


The rebate equals 100 per cent of eligible property taxes up to 
a maximum of $25,000. More specifically, rebates will be 
made for taxes: 


1) 
2) 


3) 


4) 


levied for municipal and school purposes; 


levied by a mill rate for local improvement under the 
Local Improvement Act; 


levied under the Local Roads Boards Act or the 
Provincial Land Tax Act; or 


imposed under the Local Services Boards Act and levied 
under the Provincial Land Tax Act. 


Doing the Paperwork 
To apply for the rebate: 
1) Complete the application form. 


2) To be eligible for a tax rebate for 1987 and 1988, be sure 
to return your application by December 31, 1990. 


Getting Help 


For more information on the identification of conservation 
land, please contact your local district office of the Ministry of 
Natural Resources. 


Inquiries about the application and other program details 
should be directed to: 


Subsidies Branch, 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
777 Bay Street, 12th Floor, 
Toronto, Ontario, 

MSG 2E5 

(416) 585-7626 


Cover: Spencer Creek, Dundas Valley 
Area of Natural and Scientific Interest 


INFORMATION PAMPHLET 


Understanding Your 1987/88 Conservation Land Tax 
Reduction Application Form 


Your 1987/88 Conservation Land Tax Reduction application 
form has been issued by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs, 
Subsidies Branch. The Conservation Land Tax Reduction 
Program is established under the Conservation Land Act of the 
Ministry of Natural Resources. 


To assist you in understanding your 1987/88 application, a 
sample is reproduced below. Each item on the form has been 
given a letter and the explanations follow. 


Ministry of  Ministéredes Subsidies Direction des Application Demande 
(7) Municipal Affaires Branch subsides 1987 and 1988 Programme de réduction 
Affairs municipales Conservation Land fiscale sur les terres 
Ontario Tax Reduction Program protegées-1987 et 1988 


Poca ear: Bator Apelication Prior to: To: Ministry of Municipal Affairs Au: Ministre des Affaires municipales 
Année d'application| Renvoyez la demande avant le = ene Branch oe ; Direction des subsides os 
December 31, 1990 777 Bay Street-12th Floor 777, rue Bay - 12@ etage 


Toronto, Ontario Toronto (Ontario) 
31 décembre 1990 MS5G 2ES 5G 2E5 


Enquiries: 
Renseignements: 


1987-1988 


(416) 685-7626 
Date 


© 01/01/89 


Name and Address of Applicant 
nom et adresse du demandeur 


indicate changes in this space 
Indiquez les changements acet endroit. 


Applicant Telephone No. 
NO de téléphone du 
demandeur 


(@) JONES THOMAS A 
JONES MARY M 


RR 1 
ANYWHERE ONT ASA 4W4 


Home: 
Domicile: 


Taxes Applicable to 
Conservation Land 
Acreage 
Impots basés sur 
\'évaluation de la 
terre protegés 


Conservation = 
liana Conservation 


Property Description 100% Rebate 


Roll Number Acreage here 
if_necessai 


Superficie 
modifige 


Acreage 
Superficie 
de la terre 
protéegée 


Remise de 100% 


Numéro de réle Description de la propriété 


©) 99 99 999 999 99999 ©) c1eptig © 90.0 @) 1000.00 (1) 1000.00 

If you have any comments on the Veulllez utilser la partie ombrée ci-dessous 
above information, please provide pour toutes observations éventuelles sur les 
them in the shaded portion below. renseignements qui précedent. 


Please read the pamphlet before completing the questionnaire on 
the back of this form. 


Veulliez lire le dépilant avant de rempiir le questionnnaire au verso. 


817(12/88) 
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Name and Address of Assessed Owner(s): 
Information as indicated on municipal assessment roll. 


Administering Branch 

You may call collect should you have any questions abot 
the completion of this application or interpreting the 
program terms set out in this pamphlet. 


Date 
Indicates when the application was issued. 


Deadline Date: 

Indicates the program expiry date. Completed application 
forms must be received by Subsidies Branch prior to the 
deadline date. Rebates. will not be issued for completed 
applications received after December 31, 1990. 


Property Roll Number: 

The Assessment Roll Number assigned by the Ministry o 
Revenue. Please refer to this number when you are 
making an inquiry. 


Property Description: 
Location and description of property i.e.: lot and 
concession numbers or the property address. 


Acreage: 
Indicates the total area of conservation land, in acres, fo! 
that property roll number, eligible for a program rebate. 


Eligible Property Taxes Include Taxes: 
1) levied for municipal and school purposes; 


2) levied by a mill rate for local improvement under the 
Local Improvement Act; 


3) levied under the Local Roads Boards Act or the 
Provincial Land Tax Act; or 


4) imposed under the Local Services Boards Act and 
levied under the Provincial Land Tax Act. 


Rebate Amount: 
100 per cent of eligible taxes up to a maximum of 
$25,000. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31761115477895 
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